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VISION FORWARD 

2018 VISION VERSE                                                                   
 
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) This is our vision verse for 2018. 


In the Steven Spielberg movie Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln asks a simple question, “Do you think we 
choose the times into which we are born? Or do we fit the times we are born into?” Certainly the 
answer to the first must be No. I believe the answer to the second is undoubtedly, Yes. 


“For such a time as this” you were born (Esther 4:14). “For such a time as this” we exist as a 
church. God who knows, sees, creates, and sustains all things, times, seasons, and cultures fitted 
you and fitted us for this time. If God for mankind has “determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling” (Acts 17:26), then no one can ever truly say that they were born at the 
wrong time or in the wrong place. God saw “fit” that the boundaries of your dwelling would be here 
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and now. God did not say, “I must fit this time and place to him/her,” but “I will fit him/her to this 
time and place.


This is because God has a good purpose for us to serve in our generation (Acts 13:36), comprised 
of, as Paul says, “good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” So, 
yes, we are fitted for these times, we are created for these works, we are designed for this place.


Winston Churchill once said, “We live in an age of great events and little men.” What we are called 
to as Elim Grace is to be men and women who are fitted in Christ by the Holy Spirit for the times, for 
the great events, of our day and culture. We are always and already participating in the ongoing 
activity of God here and now.  


2018 GOALS 
Each of us are individual members of the body of Christ with a particularly significant function. Or, 
musically, we each have a part to play. Each part played together makes a beautiful, powerful, 
stirring symphony. So, be open in 2018 to what God has for you—for what God has you here for.


Here are some of the “good works” we believe God has both prepared for us and prepared us for. 
 
FIRST GOALS (Essential):


1) Root small groups into our homes and pursue 75% of our congregation’s involvement by 2019


2) Launch an Elim Grace leadership course/track and move towards expanding our leadership/
Eldership in 2019


3) Begin groundwork for building the “Bethel Recovery Center” ministry to drug addicts


SECOND GOALS (Anticipated): 

1) Jump into “Resurrection Week” on Easter Sunday and encourage everyone to do something 
new in celebration of the new life found in Christ


2) Welcome and train five new foster families/individuals within Elim Grace


3) Continue to rapidly reduce our mortgage for the sake of future ministry projects


THIRD GOALS (Possible): 

1) Provide ongoing Marriage and Financial Mentoring


2) Grow our men’s and women’s ministry through regular events and new mentoring networks


3) Take a step towards beginning a Divorced/Single Parent support network
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Mission. Purpose. Vision. 

Why do these things? These and many other things 
we do are how our mission and purpose are “lived 
out”. Our Mission as a church, the “what,” is 
“Together, to know  Jesus and to make him known”. 
Our Purpose, the “why,” is to seek the peace and 
prosperity of our city. While this peace and prosperity 
has many different sides or angles, they all come 
together to point to, to bear witness to, to proclaim the 
excellency of, Jesus Christ and his work of salvation. 
Finally, our Vision, the “how,” is by connecting people 
to God in worship and evangelism, to one another in 
community and fellowship, to the city in mercy and 
justice, and to the culture in faith and work. When 
these four things are done simultaneously, we believe 
that our city can experience on earth the peace and 
joy of heaven, which, above all, is in the knowledge 
and glory of Jesus Christ, King and Savior of all.


Resurrection Week 

Easter Sunday 2018 will mark the beginning of something we’ll call “Resurrection Week”. During 
that week all of us will be encouraged—in the light of the resurrection of Jesus and the new life we 
have in him—to do something new. 


Maybe you’ll begin a new hobby and take your first lesson. Maybe you’ll sign-up to take a Foster 
Training Class. Maybe your small group will find someone’s home and do some repairs on it. Maybe 
you’ll decide to get baptized. Maybe your family will invite a new family over for dinner. Maybe you’ll 
write an email you’ve been wanting to for years. Maybe….There are countless possibilities! So start 
praying, imagining, talking, planning today. 


We hope to tell your stories during those weeks and celebrate the God who makes all things new.   


Statistics 

ATTENDANCE: Our 2017 total attendance at Elim Grace was 7,612. Our average Sunday 
attendance grew from 215 to 231. 


TITHES AND OFFERINGS: Our 2017 total giving was $430,508.
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BENEVOLENCE: Our 2017 total benevolence towards those both inside and outside of Elim Grace 
was $2600.


LOCAL MISSIONS: Our 2017 total support towards local missions (including Fall Fest) was $26,624


FOREIGN MISSIONS: Our 2017 total support towards foreign missions was $14,446
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“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

 
Ephesians 2:10

Don’t forget… 

You are a story. 

You are a leader. 

You are a servant.


